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fawa: Revised (Revision 1) Standard procedure for Testing / Assessment of compressive strength of cast
Concrete for nominal and design mix.

Please find enclosed herewith the Revised (Revision 1-SOP) Standard procedure for Testing / Assessment
of compressive strength of cast Concrete, duly approved by competent authority. These guidelines are being
issued both for nominal mix and design mix concrete. Henceforth, this standard operating procedure

(Revision 1-SOP Annexure I) shall be applicable for all future projects of POWERGRID.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority. =
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Encl: Revision 1-SOP Annexure I (08 pages) o 5’01’}
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Revision 1-SOP (Annexure I)

Standard procedure for Testing/Assessment of compressive strength of cast Concrete

Structural Elements

(A) Foundation shall be divided into two structural elements:
a) Foundation Pad(s)
b) Chimney/Column

(B) Pile foundation shall be divided into three structural elements:
a) Piles
b) Pile cap (s)
c) Pedestal
d) Tie Beam

(C) Building shall be divided into four structural elements:
a) Foundation pad(s)
b) Column
¢) Beam
d) Slab

(D) Miscellaneous infrastructure works - cable trench, Fire wall, Boundary wall Panels,
RCC roads , RCC drains

Page 1 of 8



1.0 Acceptance Criteria:

For all RCC structures (such as Foundation Pad, Pile Cap & Pedestal, Roads/Drains/ Column /
Chimney/ Cable Trenches/ Firewall/ Boundary wall panels, Beams, Columns & Slabs of Buildings.

1.1 Nominal Mix:
(i) Acceptance of Concrete Cubes test results

If test results of Concrete cubes & Cores are in between 70%-100% of specified grade of
concrete, CPWD specifications Cl.no.5.4.10.4, Vol 1 shall be followed. Accordingly, the
following may be adopted to consider the acceptance criteria of nominal mix concrete.

(a)  The average of the strength of three (3) specimen be accepted as the compressive
strength of the concrete provided the strength of any individual cube shall neither be
less than 70% nor higher than 130% of the specified strength.

(b) If the strength of any individual cube exceeds more than 30% of specified strength, it
will be restricted to 130% only for computation of strength,

(c) If the actual average strength of accepted sample is equal to or higher than specified
strength up to 30% then strength of the concrete shall be considered in order and the
concrete shall be accepted at full rates.

(d) If the actual average strength of accepted sample is less than specified strength but
not less than 70% of the specified strength, the concrete may be accepted at reduced
rate. No NDT such as UPV & RHT etc. shall be carried out.

(e) In case cube strength is less than 70% of specified strength, then structure shall be
rejected (to be dismantled and recast) and thus no payment shall be made.

If, however the Engineer-in-Charge so desires, on critical/ urgent work, additional tests such
as UPV, RHT, Core etc. shall be done at the cost of contractor in consultation with FQA to
ascertain the quality of cast concrete. On the basis of proposal of site, FQA shall put up
their recommendations to Regional-Head regarding acceptance /non-acceptance of concrete
based on test results. Regional head shall take further decision on non-accepted works
whether the said concrete structure to be retained (with / without strengthening measures)
or rejected (to be dismantled and recast).

If strengthening measures are chosen, a strengthening proposal with detailed reasons /
justification for not rejecting the concrete shall be submitted to CC -Engg. CC-Engg. will
review the strengthening proposal and communicate their approval or revised drawing
accordingly.

If structures are retained after strengthening/ rectification measures, All the charges in
connection with these additional tests and /or strengthening / rectification work shall be
borne by the contractor.

In case such structure is retained, part payment shall be paid as indicated in the payment
procedure.

(i1)) Acceptance of Core test results:

In case of nominal mix, Acceptance of Concrete Core test re:ultq (In caqe of doubt/strength
"\ﬁ \ 2’%1\‘\ Page 2 of 8
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is less than 70% of specified strength/concrete cube test results not available).

Core test shall be carried out in case of doubt regarding desired compressive strength of
concrete used cither due to poor workmanship or based on results of cube strength tests/cube
test results are not available.

The acceptability criteria adopted for concrete cube test results of Nominal Mix may also
be applicable for Core test results. .

Design mix: Concrete Cubes

Acceptable Compressive strength:- Acceptance of Concrete Cube test results considering
average value of three specimens.

a) when mean of the group of four (4) non overlapping consecutive test results:
> fck + 0.825 x established standard deviation (rounded off to nearest 0.5 N/mm?2)
or
fck + 3 N/mm?2

whichever is greater for M 15 and above and Individual test results minimum > fck-3
N/mm?2

Notes:

i) In the absence of established value of standard deviation, the values given in Table
-8 in IS 456-2000 may be assumed, and attempt should be made to obtain results of
30 samples as early as possible to establish the value of standard deviation.

i) For concrete quantity up to 30 m3 (where number of samples to be taken is less than
four (4) as per the frequency of sampling given in 15.2.2 of IS 456:2000), the mean
test results of all such samples shall be fck+4 N/mm?, minimum and the requirement
of minimum individuals test results shall be fck-2 N/mm?, minimum. However,
when number of sample is only one as per 15.2.2 IS 456: 2000 the requirement shall
be fck-+4 N/mm?, minimum.

In case cube strength is as per above, then full payment shall be released.

b) when compressive strength valuc is in between fck and fck+4/fck+3 as applicable,
then the payment shall be made as indicated in the payment procedure. No NDT
such as UPV & RHT etc. shall be carried out.

¢) However, in invalid results cases, if there are no further samples available, the
average of two (2) closest values may be considered for determination of
compressive strength as per IS 516 (Part I/Sec I) 2021. The payment shall be made
as indicated in the payment procedure.

d) In cases, compressive strength is less than fck and acceptance criteria brought out
above, the structure shall be rejected.

If, however the Engineer-in-Charge so desires, on critical/ urgent work, additional tests such

as UPV, RHT, Core etc. shall be done at the cost of contractor in consultation with FQA to

ascertain the quality of cast concrete. On the basis of proposal of site, FQA shall put up

their recommendations to Regional-Head regarding acceptange: !1f%:m’,c9ptance of concrete
£ MV
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1.3

1.4

2.0

based on test results. Regional head shall take further decision on non-accepted works
whether the said concrete structure to be retained (with / without strengthening measures)
or rejected (to be dismantled and recast).

If strengthening measures are chosen, a strengthening proposal with detailed reasons /
justification for not rejecting the concrete shall be submitted to CC -Engg. CC- Engg. will
review the strengthening proposal and communicate their approval or revised drawing
accordingly.

If structures are retained after strengthening/ rectification measures, All the charges in
connection with these additional tests and /or strengthening / rectification work shall be
borne by the contractor.

In case such structure is retained, part payment shall be paid as indicated in payment
procedure.

Design Mix Concrete Core Test: - Acceptance of concrete core test results:(In case of
doubt/If strength is less than Fck/ Concrete cube test results are not available)

Core test shall be carried out in case of doubt regarding strength of concrete used either due
to poor workmanship or based on results of cube strength tests or less than fck
(Characteristic cube compressive strength of concrete)/Concrete cube test results are not
available.

If Average value of core specimens is 85% of the specified Grade of concrete and no
individual value is less than 75% of the specified Grade of concrete and the same is
considered acceptable as per B-2.5.1 IS 516(Part4):2018.

Any compressive strength deviation from the above, the acceptance/rejection procedure has
been elaborated in Payment procedure.

No NDT (RH & UPV testing) test is required if concrete cube strength found in between 70%
to 100 % for nominal mix and in between FCK and FCK+3/FCK+4 (as applicable) for design
mix. However, If applicable, the NDT (UPV & RH testing) test is to be carried out and
accepted as per latest IS 516 (Part-5, Sec-1)/516 (Part-5, Sec-4).

Payment Procedure:

For all RCC structures (such as Foundation Pad, Pile Cap & Pedestal, Roads/Drains/ Column /
Chimney/ Cable Trenches/ Firewall/ Boundary wall panels, Beams, Columns & Slabs of Buildings)

2.1 Payment Procedure (Other than Pile): In case of Nominal Mix

For Concrete Cubes and Cores (Core shall be extracted in case of doubt/If specified strength is less
than 70%, in average and individual/ Concrete cube test results are not available)

Acceptable Compressive strength- As per specified strength of concrete.

a) when Concrete cube or core strength equal or more than spemﬁedstf th of Concrete, Full

payment shall be applicable o "']n“l/\'\
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b) when Concrete cube or core strength lies in between 70-100% of the specified strength of
Concrete then payment shall be released on prorata basis for concrete portion and full payment
shall be made on other components such as excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, Shuttering
as applicable.

¢) when Concrete cube or core strength is less than 70% of specified strength of Concrete, the
Engineer-in-Charge shall reject the defective portion of work represented by sample and no
payment shall be made for the rejected work inclusive of concrete, reinforcement steel, PCC,
excavation etc.

d) TIf, however the Engineer-in-Charge so desires, on critical/ urgent work, additional tests such
as UPV, RHT, Core etc. shall be done at the cost of contractor in consultation with FQA to
ascertain the quality of cast concrete. On the basis of proposal of site, FQA shall put up their
recommendations to Regional-Head regarding acceptance /non-acceptance of concrete based
on test results. Regional head shall take further decision on nonaccepted works whether the
said concrete structure to be retained (with / without strengthening measures) or rejected (to
be dismantled and recast).

If strengthening measures are chosen, a strengthening proposal with detailed reasons / justification
for not rejecting the concrete shall be submitted to CC-Engg. CC-Engg. will review the strengthening
proposal. and communicate their approval or revised drawing accordingly.

If structures are retained after strengthening/ rectification measures, All the charges in connection
with these additional tests and /or strengthening / rectification work shall be borne by the contractor.

In case such structure is retained, no payment shall be made for concreting & full payment of other
components such as excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, shuttering if applicable as per original
approved drawing/BOQ shall be made.

2.2 Payment procedure (Other than Pile) in case of Design Mix: Concrete Cubes
a)  when mean of the group of four (4) non overlapping consecutive test results:

> fck + 0.825 x established standard deviation (rounded off to nearest 0.5 N/mm?2)

or

fck + 3 N/mm?2

whichever is greater for M 15 and above and Individual test results minimum > fck-3 N/mm2

Notes:
i) In the absence of established value of standard deviation, the values given in Table -8 in
IS 456-2000 may be assumed, and attempt should be made to obtain results of 30 samples
as early as possible to establish the value of standard deviation.
ii) For concrete quantity up to 30 m3 (where number of samples to be taken is less than four

(4) as per the frequency of sampling given in 15.2.2 (Table 11) of IS 456:2000), the mean
test results of all such samples shall be fck+4 N/mm?, minimum and the requircment of
minimum individuals test results shall be fck-2 N/mm?, minimum. However, when
number of sample is only one as per 15.2.2 IS 456:2000, the requirement shall be fck+4

N/mm?, minimum. m

—‘\\a-\ & %\V&r" o Page 5 of 8



In case cube strength is as per above, then full payment shall be released.

b) when compressive strength value is in between fck and fck+4/fck+3 as applicable, then the
payment shall be released on prorata basis for concrete and full payment shall be made
towards excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, Shuttering as applicable as per drawing/BOQ.
No NDT such as UPV & RHT etc shall be carried out.

c) However, in invalid results cases, if there are no further samples available, the average of two
(2) closest values may be considered for determination of compressive strength as per IS 516
(Part I/Sec I) 2021. In such cases when the compressive strength meets the specified strength
of Concrete, payment for concrete portion shall be released on prorata basis and full payment
on other components such as towards excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, Shuttering etc
shall be made.

d) In cases, compressive strength is less than fck and acceptance criteria brought out above, the
structure shall be rejected.

If, however the Engineer-in-Charge so desires, on critical/ urgent work, additional tests such as UPV,
RHT, Core etc. shall be done at the cost of contractor in consultation with FQA to ascertain the quality
of cast concrete. On the basis of proposal of site, FQA shall put up their recommendations to
Regional-Head regarding acceptance /non-acceptance of concrete based on test results. Regional head
shall take further decision on non-accepted works whether the said concrete structure to be retained
(with / without strengthening measures) or rejected (to be dismantled and recast).

If strengthening measures are chosen, a strengthening proposal with detailed reasons / justification
for not rejecting the concrete shall be submitted to CC -Engg. CC, Engg. will review the
strengthening proposal and communicate their approval or revised drawing accordingly.

If structures are retained after strengthening/ rectification measures, All the charges in connection
with these additional tests and /or strengthening / rectification work shall be borne by the contractor.

In case such structure is retained, no payment shall be made for concreting & full payment of other
components such as excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, shuttering if applicable as per original
approved drawing/BOQ shall be made.

2.3 Payment procedure (Other than Pile) in case of Design Mix: Concrete Cores

Concrete Cores (Core shall be extracted In case of doubt/If specified strength is less than fck,
Concrete cube test results are not available)

The payment procedure for core test results is detailed below:

i) When equivalent cube strength is equal/more than fck+4/fck+3 as applicable, then full
payment shall be made.

i) When equivalent cube strength is in between fck and fck+4/fck+3 as applicable/When
equivalent cube strength is in between 85% fck and no individual value is less than 75%
of the specified Grade of concrete, the same is considered acceptable, prorata payment
for concrete portion and full payment shall be made on other components such as
excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, Shuttering as applicable. .

P L 5
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iii) In case equivalent cube strength is less than 85%fck and/or an individual core has a
strength less than 75%, then structure shall be rejected and thus no payment shall be made.

If, however the Engineer-in-Charge so desires, on critical/ urgent work, additional tests such as UPV,
RHT, Core etc. shall be done at the cost of contractor in consultation with FQA to ascertain the quality
of cast concrete. On the basis of proposal of site, FQA shall put up their recommendations to
Regional-Head regarding acceptance /non-acceptance of concrete based on test results. Regional head
shall take further decision on nonaccepted works whether the said concrete structure to be retained
(with / without strengthening measures) or rejected (to be dismantled and recast).

If strengthening measures are chosen, a strengthening proposal with detailed reasons / justification
for not rejecting the concrete shall be submitted to CC -Engg. CC, Engg. will review the strengthening
proposal. and communicate their approval or revised drawing accordingly.

If structures are retained after strengthening/ rectification measures, All the charges in connection
with these additional tests and /or strengthening / rectification work shall be borne by the contractor.

In case such structure is retained, no payment shall be made for concreting & full payment of other
components such as excavation, PCC, Reinforcement steel, shuttering if applicable as per original
approved drawing/BOQ shall be made.

3.0 Acceptance Criteria & Payment procedure for Pile Foundations (Design Mix)

(1) In case of Pile foundation, when value of Average cube strength is fck+0.825xStandard
Deviation or fck+4/fck+3 as applicable whichever higher, then Full payment shall be
applicable. '

(i)  when value of Average cube strength is equal to or more than fck but less than
fck+0.825xStandard Deviation or fck+4/fck+3 as applicable which ever greater, then
payment shall be released on prorate basis for concrete portion and full payment shall be
made to all other components such as boring, SPT, Reinforcement steel, MS Liner, as
applicable as per drawing/BOQ.

(iii)  However, in invalid result cases, if there is no further samples available, the average of
two (2) closest values may be considered for determination of compressive strength as
per IS 516 (Part 1/Sec 1) 2021. In such cases when the compressive strength meets the
specified strength of Concrete, payment for concrete portion shall be released on prorata
basis and full payment on other components such as towards boring, Reinforcement steel,
MS Liner, SPT etc as applicable shall be made.

(iv)  In case compressive strength of cubes observed is less than fck, Vertical load test (routine
test) shall be carried out in Pile foundations of Switchyard / Transmission lines wherever
applicable in consultation with Engineering to ascertain the capacity of pile as per IS
2911(Part IV). If the test result is meeting the codal requirement, then 50 % payment shall
be made for concrete & full payment shall be made towards Boring, Reinforcement steel,
SPT, MS Liner as applicable in line with original approved drawings/BOQ.

Alternatively, for Transmission Line cases, if Head of the Region so desires, the proposal
may be examined by Engineering for acceptance after carrying out suitable remedial
measures including strengthening/ OR if structures are retained after due approval from
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vi)

vii)

viii)

Engineering without any rectification. In such cases; 50% payment shall be made for
concrete & full payment shall be made towards Boring, Reinforcement steel, SPT, Liner
as applicable in line with approved drawings/BOQ.

If compressive strength of cube of piles observed is less than fck & not technically meeting
/cleared by Engineering as brought out above, the structure shall be rejected and then no
payment shall be paid for the rejected pile inclusive of concrete, boring, reinforcement
steel, MS Liner etc.

General Notes: -

In case only one set of cube results are available for a location and results are found
to be less than 70% of specified strength in case of Nominal Mix, all four legs of the
location shall be analyzed as per the procedure as indicated in acceptance criteria.

However, in case of locations where two or more set of cube results are available and
results are found less than 70% of specified strength, in case of Nominal mix, then
only one pit shall be excavated at a time (utmost care shall be taken to avoid any
damage to concrete surface or disturb undercut zones of foundation) and analyzed
those legs as per the procedure as indicated in acceptance criteria.

The calibration certificate of the rebound hammer should be checked before
commencement of a test.

NDT (UPV & Rebound Hammer Test) or Core Test shall be conducted by POWERGRID
approved laboratory. The lab shall be entrusted to carry out the testing which shall be
witnessed by Site/FQA executive. The laboratory shall submit the report containing the
UPV & Rebound Hammer Test or CoreTest results along with the field data.

Acceptance criteria of construction materials shall be as per SFQP/relevant IS codes.

For core testing at least three specimens are required as per 1S:516(Part-4). While
extracting cores, four to five specimens may be taken from the foundation pads (uniformly
distributed) such that three sound specimen may be used for testing. Otherwise repeat test
shall be made. If cores of sufficient length cannot be extracted for testing due to poor
quality of concreting/workmanship etc. as per IS: 516(Part-4), the foundation shall be
treated as rejected.

When core test is carried out, technical acceptance and commercial implications shall be
governed solely on the basis of core test results. This shall be applicablefor both nominal
and design mix concrete.

For additional structures/piles if any installed in lieu of rejected structure/pile, no
payment shall be made for the rejected pile and the additional pile shall be dealt as per
the provisions of Contract.

Generally, Core test should not be repeated after completion and availability of test reports
for the same structure of the same batch of concrete.

No core extraction/test is permitted in case of pile foundations

The provision of additional 5% Core testing as mentioned in SFQP S stands deleted.
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